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This  little  book  is  dedicated  to  the  professional 
associates  and  colleagues  of  Dr,  J .  Wesley  BoVee 
by  threle  friends,  who  hold  him  in  loving  memory. 

New  York .  May,  1928. 
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MINUTES  OF  A  SPECIAL  MEETING 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  SOCIETY 
OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

HELD  IN  MEMORY  OF 

DOCTOR  JOHN  WESLEY  BOVEE 

SATURDAY  EVENING,  DECEMBER  3,  1927 

IN  THE 

HALL  OF  THE  SOCIETY 
IN  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON 


DR.  CHARLES  STANLEY  WHITE  Presiding 


THE  Chairman  announced  the  purpose  of  the  meeting 
and  introduced  the  first  speaker,  Doctor  Sterling 
Ruffin,  who  read  an  outline  of  the  life  and  work 
of  Doctor  Bov£e  prepared  by  the  special  committee, 
Drs.  Huron  W.  Lawson,  Sterling  Ruffin  and  Mary 
Parsons,  as  follows: 

“The  forebears  of  John  Wesley  Bov4e  were  Hugue¬ 
nots  and  he  was  like  the  ancestry  from  which  he  came — 
sturdy,  serious,  energetic,  fearless  and  independent  in 
all  things.  He  was  born  December  31,  1861,  near 
Clayton,  New  York,  on  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  and  his 
life  may  be  likened  to  that  majestic  stream  with  its 
placid  surface  and  deep  powerful  currents.  His  parents 
were  very  poor  and  his  early  education  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  extremely  limited.  Until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  he  worked  on  farms  and  at  other  regional 
occupations.  From  such  humble  origin  and  surround¬ 
ings  he  rose  to  eminence  by  unceasing  effort  and  stub¬ 
born  determination. 

“In  1882  he  came  to  Washington  determined  to  study 
medicine,  although  he  had  no  money  with  which  to  pay 
his  tuition  and  his  slender  resources  were  scarcely 
sufficient  to  meet  his  daily  material  needs.  In  October 
of  that  year  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  Columbian 
University  (now  the  George  Washington  University) 
granted  him  the  Corcoran  Scholarship,  with  which 
assistance  and  a  student  internship  for  one  year  in  the 
Children's  Hospital,  he  worked  his  way  through  the 
Medical  School,  graduating  in  March  1885.  With  such 
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disadvantages  his  record  for  scholarship  was  not  high. 
Nevertheless,  he  was  appointed  at  once  an  instructor  in 
the  Medical  School  and  entered  promptly  upon  a  pro¬ 
fessional  career,  which  lasted  forty-two  years  and  which 
was  marked  by  successful  practice,  painstaking  re¬ 
search,  prolific  writing  and  brilliant  clinical  teaching. 

“His  first  teaching  position  was  that  of  Instructor  in 
Microscopy  in  the  Columbian  University,  as  assistant 
to  the  late  Dr.  George  N.  Acker.  That  subject,  which 
was  then  comparatively  new,  has  since  expanded  of 
course,  into  several  highly  specializing  branches.  He 
held  that  position  from  1885  to  1890.  During  the  first 
three  years  of  that  period  he  served  also  as  intern  in  the 
Columbia  Hospital  for  Women. 

“In  1888  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  general 
medicine.  In  1889  he  became  Surgeon  in  Charge  of  the 
Washington  Asylum  Hospital,  which  position  he  held 
for  eight  years,  doing  all  the  surgical  work  of  the  hos¬ 
pital  for  that  period.  In  1891  he  was  appointed 
Visiting  Surgeon  of  Columbia  Hospital,  which  position, 
first  as  obstetrician  and  later  as  gynecologist,  he  held 
until  his  death,  a  period  of  thirty-six  years.  In  1891 
he  became  also  the  gynecologist  of  Providence  Hos¬ 
pital,  retaining  that  position  for  seventeen  years. 
He  was  appointed  gynecologist  of  the  George 
Washington  University  Hospital  upon  its  opening  in 
1898  and  performed  the  duties  of  that  position  until 
1926.  In  addition,  he  served  as  gynecologist  of  Saint 
Elizabeth's  Hospital  for  about  twenty  years,  and  was 
upon  the  consulting  staff  of  several  other  institutions. 
His  private  practice  and  hospital  work  soon  became 
limited  strictly  to  obstetrics  and  gynecology. 
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“From  1890  to  1896  he  was  Professor  of  Gynecology 
in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  National  Uni¬ 
versity — later  combined  with  the  George  Washington 
University — and  had  charge  also  of  the  clinical  teaching 
in  both  obstetrics  and  gynecology.  Returning  to  the 
George  Washington  University  at  the  end  of  that 
period,  he  served  as  Professor  of  Clinical  Gynecology 
from  1896  to  1904  in  association  with  the  late  Dr. 
A.  F.  A.  King.  In  1904  he  became  Professor  of  Gyne¬ 
cology  which  position  he  held  for  twenty-two  years, 
becoming  Emeritus  Professor  in  1926. 

“He  entered  upon  the  practice  of  surgery  with  the 
rather  limited  preparation  available  at  that  period,  and 
mastered  and  advanced  his  specialty  largely  by  his 
own  study  and  experience.  That  his  training  as  resi¬ 
dent  in  Columbia  Hospital,  however,  was  not  an  inade¬ 
quate  preparation  for  surgical  practice  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  his  immediate  successors,  with  like  experi¬ 
ence,  were  Drs.  William  P.  Carr  and  J.  Thomas  Kelley, 
Jr.  of  this  City. 

“He  availed  himself  always  of  the  exceptional  library 
facilities  of  Washington,  and  accumulated  a  small  but 
choice  and  highly- treasured  library  of  his  own;  which 
it  was  his  wish,  expressed  not  long  before  his  death, 
should  remain  intact  as  the  property  of  this  Medical 
Society. 

“Very  early  in  his  career  he  became  actively 
interested  in  the  work  of  medical  organizations,  attend¬ 
ing  medical  meetings  and  clinics  with  great  regularity. 
He  became  a  member  of  this  Medical  Society  April  10, 
1886,  and  served  as  vice-president  in  1896-1897.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Society  of  the 
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District  of  Columbia  and  its  president  in  1892-1893;  a 
member  of  the  Washington  Obstetrical  and  Gynecologi¬ 
cal  Society  and  its  president  from  1903  to  1905;  a 
fellow  of  the  Southern  Surgical  and  Gynecological 
Association  and  its  president  in  1903;  a  fellow  of  the 
American  Gynecological  Society  and  its  president  in 
1916;  a  fellow  of  the  American  Medical  Association  and 
chairman  of  its  Section  on  Obstetrics,  Gynecology  and 
Abdominal  Surgery  in  1907.  He  was  one  of  the  foun¬ 
ders  of  the  American  College  of  Surgeons  and  a  member 
of  its  Board  of  Governors  from  1914  until  his  death. 
He  was  also  a  founder  of  the  American  Urological 
Association.  The  honorary  memberships  bestowed 
upon  him  by  medical  societies  throughout  the  country 
were  numerous. 

“From  a  material  standpoint  Doctor  Bovee  was  very 
successful  in  his  private  work,  gradually  accumulating 
means,  which  had  it  not  been  for  his  generosity,  would 
have  left  him  comfortable  in  old  age,  had  that  been 
granted  him.  As  it  was  he  probably  would  have  been 
compelled  to  continue  his  professional  work  through  the 
twilight  of  life — that  period  when  a  respite  would  seem 
to  have  been  fairly  won  by  one  whose  life  had  been  so 
laborious.  There  were  no  soft  spots  in  his  rough  and 
rugged  pathway.  He  earned  all  he  got,  and  worked 
incessantly  until  the  onset  of  his  fatal  illness,  which  was 
attended  with  such  intense  and  prolonged  suffering 
that  death  no  doubt  was  a  welcome  release. 

“A  review  of  the  many  lines  of  research  pursued  by 
Doctor  Bov£e  would  be  rather  long  and  too  technical 
for  a  public  gathering.  Two  subjects  may  serve,  how¬ 
ever,  as  illustrations.  Early  in  his  professional  career 
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he  reunited  successfully  a  severed  ureter,  when  the  pre¬ 
vailing  treatment  for  that  accident  had  been  the  sacri¬ 
fice  of  a  kidney.  His  studies  upon  ureteral  anastomoses 
gained  for  him  prompt  recognition  in  the  medical 
world.  Later  and  in  common  with  many  others  he 
studied  uterine  displacements  and  their  correction  by 
operation,  his  work  emphasizing  particularly  the  value 
of  shortening  the  utero-sacral  ligaments. 

“His  contributions  to  medical  literature  were  numer¬ 
ous.  In  a  compilation  believed  to  be  complete  there  are 
listed  one  hundred  and  forty-two  technical  articles.  He 
was  also  a  contributor  to  and  the  editor  of  a  textbook  on 
gynecology.  At  one  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Staff 
of  Collaborators  of  Surgery ,  Gynecology  and  Obstetrics ; 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Advisory  Editorial  Board  of  the  American  Journal  of 
Obstetrics  and  Gynecology — the  two  leading  American 
journals  dealing  with  his  specialty.  Throughout  the 
proceedings  of  many  medical  organizations  are  to  be 
found  numerous  discussions  participated  in  by  him. 

“It  would  be  manifestly  impossible  to  review  in  any 
reasonable  space  his  contributions  to  medical  literature. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  they  are  believed  to  assure  him  a 
permanent  place  in  the  history  of  gynecology.  Brief 
reference  to  some  of  them  may  serve,  however,  to  indi¬ 
cate  the  scope  and  magnitude  of  his  productive  industry. 

“His  first  article  was  published  in  the  Obstetric  Gazette 
of  Cincinnati  in  1888,  the  first  year  after  the  completion 
of  his  internship  at  Columbia  Hospital.  This  paper, 
which  was  entitled  “A  Few  Interesting  Clinical  Cases,” 
contained  reports  of  cases  of  anatomical  anomalies  of 
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the  generative  tract  and  of  pelvic  abscesses  treated  by 
operation. 

“The  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
published  the  following  year  his  second  article,  which 
was  entitled  “The  Use  of  Electricity  in  the  Treatment 
of  Diseases  of  the  Female  Pelvic  Organs.” 

“During  the  decade  which  followed  (1890-1899),  he 
reported  over  thirty  surgical  cases  of  unusual  interest 
and  published  twenty-eight  articles,  the  subjects  of 
some  of  them,  in  slightly  abbreviated  form,  being  as 
follows: 

Cleanliness  in  obstetrics. 

Umbilical  hemorrhage  in  the  new-born. 

Laparotomy  in  puerperal  sepsis. 

Treatment  of  cancer  of  the  uterus. 

Causes  of  death  in  abdominal  surgery. 

Full  term  ectopic  pregnancy. 

Ureter o-ureteral  anastomosis. 

Use  and  abuse  of  normal  salt  solution.  ' 

Celiotomy  for  conditions  complicating  typhoid 
fever. 

Use  of  gloves  in  abdominal  surgery. 

Intestinal  obstruction  from  gall  stones. 

Rupture  of  the  uterus  during  labor. 

“Many  of  these  topics  are  commonplace  enough  now 
but  were  new  and  bristling  with  interest  when  the  arti¬ 
cles  were  written. 

“Then  followed  another  decade  (1900-1909)  in  which 
his  articles  were  more  frequent  and  important.  Abbre¬ 
viated  titles  of  a  few  of  them  follow: 

A  critical  survey  of  ureteral  anastomoses. 

Nephro-ureterectomy. 
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Surgical  treatment  of  the  utero-sacral  ligaments. 

Causes  and  treatment  of  hydronephrosis. 

Retrodisplacements  of  the  uterus. 

Diagnosis  and  prognosis  of  tuberculosis  of  the 
kidney. 

Ureterocystostomy. 

Ureterolithotomy. 

A  conception  of  the  sphere  of  gynecology. 

Remarks  upon  the  use  of  the  uterine  curet. 

The  electric  angiotribe  in  abdominal  surgery. 

Suppurative  phlegmonous  gastritis. 

Bilateral  polycystic  degeneration  of  the  kidneys. 

Renal  excretion  during  surgical  operations. 

Use  of  iodine  in  skin  sterilization. 

Gynecologic  pelvic  drainage. 

Use  of  iodine  in  abdominal  surgery,  gynecology  and 
obstetrics. 

Technique  of  closing  the  abdominal  incision. 

Some  landmarks  in  the  history  of  gynecology. 

“  Mention  might  well  be  made  also  of  beautiful 
memorial  tributes  paid  by  him  to  Doctors  A.  F.  A. 
King,  Henry  D.  Fry,  Joseph  Taber  Johnson  and 
William  P.  Carr. 

“The  memory  of  Doctor  Rov4e  will  long  be  cherished 
by  a  multitude  of  grateful  patients.  The  service  which 
he  rendered  to  many  a  young  doctor  as  consultant  will 
likewise  never  be  forgotten.  But  it  was  as  a  clinical 
teacher  that  he  made  his  most  enduring  impression  upon 
the  local  medical  profession.  Medical  students  could 
not  always  appreciate  his  lectures  in  the  class  room. 
Perplexing  questions  and  unsolved  problems  were  often 
dwelt  upon  to  the  neglect  of  elementary  information 
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which  he  too  often  assumed  they  knew.  As  a  clinical 
teacher,  he  entered  into  every  detail  of  the  patient’s 
history,  no  complaint  being  too  trivial  for  careful 
consideration.  He  left  no  source  of  information  unex¬ 
plored  and  no  available  method  of  examination  unused. 
From  an  analysis  of  such  complete  data  he  drew  con¬ 
clusions  that  were  rarely  in  error.  Methods  of  treat¬ 
ment,  many  of  them  peculiarly  his  own,  received  the 
same  careful  presentation.  Every  operative  detail 
was  made  clear  to  the  student.  The  commonplace 
case  became,  in  his  hands,  one  of  engrossing  interest, 
and  operative  technique  assumed  its  proper  and  im¬ 
portant  meaning.  He  was  an  acknowledged  master  of 
the  clinical  teaching  of  surgery  and  upon  this  perhaps 
rests  his  chief  claim  to  fame. 

“Probably  no  subject  in  recent  years  so  claimed  his 
interest  as  the  great  movement  initiated  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  College  of  Surgeons  for  the  improvement  and 
standardization  of  hospitals.  He  longed  to  see  every 
hospital  an  absolutely  safe  place  for  the  patient. 
While  desiring  that  hospitals  should  afford  good  train¬ 
ing  for  nurses,  medical  students,  interns  and  even  for 
practicing  physician,  he  believed,  nevertheless,  that  the 
chief  concern  of  a  hospital  should  be  the  best  possible 
care  of  the  patient,  and  that  all  personal  privileges 
granted  physicians  therein  should  be  subservient  to 
that  end.  Doubtless  plans  for  things  yet  to  be  done 
in  the  attainment  of  that  high  aim  flitted  through  his 
spacious  mind  as  life  ebbed  away. 

“He  died  on  September  3rd  last  in  the  institution 
where  the  best  efforts  of  his  life  were  put  forth;  and  his 
final  resting  place  is  in  the  region  of  his  birth,  amid  the 
scenes  of  his  boyhood  struggles.” 
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Dr.  George  Gray  Ward,  New  York,  Professor  of 
Obstetrics  and  Gynecology  in  the  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity  Medical  College,  Chief  Surgeon  of  the 
Woman's  Hospital  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
Ex-president  of  the  American  Gynecological 
Society,  etc. 

“As  one  star  differs  from  another  star  in  glory,  so 
do  men  differ  in  the  light  they  shed  for  their  fellow- 
beings  in  the  particular  constellation  of  which  they 
form  a  part. 

“As  Osier  has  so  beautifully  expressed  it, — in  the 
sphere  of  mind  and  morals  men  turn  instinctively 
toward  the  light  in  the  same  way  that  animals  and 
plants  do,  in  obedience  to  the  universal  law  of  helio- 
tropism.  And  the  value  of  a  human  life  may  be  gauged 
by  the  heliotropic  influence  it  exerts  on  its  fellows. 

“John  Wesley  Bovee  was  a  star  of  the  first  magnitude 
in  the  firmament  of  his  profession  towards  which  his 
fellows  turned  for  light  to  guide  them  whenever  good 
judgment,  sound  logic,  common  sense  and  integrity 
were  in  question. 

“The  mention  of  his  name  at  once  recalls  to  us  the 
face  and  form  of  a  dignified,  alert,  straightforward  man 
with  a  fine  physique,  whose  strong  personality  has  been 
indelibly  stamped  upon  our  memory.  We  never 
imagined  him  as  growing  old,  as  he  was  always  young 
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in  thought  and  action  and  an  inspiration  to  the  younger 
men  about  him  as  well  as  to  his  own  generation. 

“He  was  a  clear  thinker,  never  a  faddist,  and  he 
could  always  be  counted  upon  to  exert  the  gravity  of  his 
common  sense  to  help  keep  the  pendulum  of  surgical 
practice  from  too  violent  and  dangerous  deviations 
from  the  zone  of  safety. 

“In  talking  of  Bov4e  and  his  influence  on  the  pro¬ 
fession  the  other  day  with  Dr.  Henry  C.  Coe,  he  said 
of  him — ‘he  never  rose  on  the  ladder  of  success  by 
placing  his  foot  on  the  neck  of  those  who  had  planted 
their  feet  on  the  lowest  rung,  but  as  he  climbed  upward 
he  reached  down  and  gave  them  a  helping  hand/ 

“My  first  relation  with  him  occurred  twenty  years 
ago  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
when  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Section  of  Obstetrics 
and  Gynecology  and  where  I  was  enabled  to  present  a 
paper  through  his  kindly  aid.  From  that  time  until 
his  death  it  has  been  my  great  fortune  to  have  had  the 
privilege  of  knowing  him  intimately  and  of  enjoying 
his  friendship. 

“One  of  his  most  valued  associations  was  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Gynecological  Society,  to  which  he  was  elected  a 
Fellow  in  1897.  The  thesis  he  presented  for  Fellowship 
was  entitled  ‘A  Contribution  to  Experimental  Surgery 
of  the  Ureter/  He  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  Society 
in  1908  and  served  in  that  office  for  seven  years  when  he 
was  honored  with  the  Presidency  in  1916 — an  honor 
which  has  no  peer  in  the  specialty  of  Gynecology  and 
Obstetrics  on  this  Continent. 

“As  an  officer  and  member  of  the  Council  for  ten 
years  I  was  in  a  position  to  know  of  Dr.  Bovee’s  great 
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interest  in  and  love  for  this  Society,  and  how  those  to 
whom  its  direction  was  entrusted  were  always  glad  to 
turn  to  him  for  advice  and  guidance  in  its  affairs. 
While  he  was  Treasurer  of  the  organization  his  records 
and  accounts  were  kept  with  such  meticulous  care  and 
thoroughness  that  they  were  a  model  of  perfection. 
He  took  an  active  and  varied  part  in  the  scientific 
deliberations  of  the  Society  and  throughout  the  thirty 
years  of  his  membership  he  attended  every  meeting 
but  one. 

“One  need  only  refer  to  the  Transactions  of  the 
Society  to  see  what  a  place  he  held  there.  In  the  Index 
of  the  Society  recently  published  in  commemoration  of 
the  fifty  years  of  its  existence,  Dr.  Bov4e’s  name  appears 
in  eighty-four  references  to  papers  and  discussions 
which  he  had  contributed. 

“Dr.  Bovee  was  a  warm  friend  of  the  Woman’s 
Hospital  in  New  York  which  was  founded  by  Marion 
Sims  and  is  known  throughout  the  world  as  the  birth¬ 
place  of  modern  gynecology,  and  he  was  in  hearty 
sympathy  with  the  progressive  changes  that  have 
recently  taken  place  in  its  evolution  and  development. 
He  manifested  his  interest  by  frequent  visits  to  us  and 
he  was  ever  ready  to  help  in  the  solution  of  the  many 
important  problems  which  fell  to  my  lot. 

“It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  know  that  near  the  close  of 
his  life  Dr.  Bovee  was  able  to  enjoy  the  intimate  com¬ 
panionship  of  his  comrades  in  the  American  Gynecologi¬ 
cal  Club  during  their  visit  to  Scandinavia  and  Great 
Britain  in  the  summer  of  1926.  Throughout  this  tour, 
which  was  his  first  trip  abroad,  he  had  a  keen  interest  in 
the  scientific  work  that  we  saw,  and  he  was  full  of 
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happiness  and  the  buoyancy  of  youth  while  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  pleasures  that  we  enjoyed. 

“Thus  those  of  us  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  be 
with  him,  have  a  happy  memory  of  his  sturdy  frame,  his 
subtle  humor,  his  sterling  character,  and  his  unfailing 
courtesy,  which  charmed  us  and  made  his  personality 
so  beloved  by  us  all. 

“While  I  have  spoken  of  John  Wesley  Bov£e  in  his 
relation  to  the  American  Gynecological  Society,  the 
Woman’s  Hospital  in  New  York  and  the  American 
Gynecological  Club,  I  love  most  to  think  and  speak  of 
him  as  a  friend. 

“The  repeated  losses  of  friends  come  home  to  us  as 
we  grow  older  with  increasing  force,  and  it  is  the  hardest 
thing  about  growing  old  To  see  our  old  friends  fade 
away  like  leaves  in  wintry  weather.’  Yet  it  is  worth 
while  to  have  lived  such  a  life  and  I  like  best  to  think 
of  him  as  having  approached  its  end  in  the  spirit  of 
Thanatopsis,  even  as — 

“One  that  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch 
around  him, 

And  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams.” 

Yes — truly  as  Holmes  has  said — 

“The  love  that  lingers  o’er  his  name 
Is  more  than  fame.” 
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Dr.  J.  Shelton  Horsley,  Richmond.  Attending 
Surgeon  of  the  St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  President  of  the  Southern  Medical 
Association,  etc. 

‘'The  last  two  times  I  saw  Dr.  Bovee  were  under  very 
pleasant  circumstances.  The  last  time  was  at  the 
home  of  your  president,  Dr.  White,  where  I  was  a  guest 
at  a  delightful  dinner.  The  time  before  that  was  in  the 
summer  of  1926  at  Liverpool,  England.  I  visited  Liver¬ 
pool  chiefly  with  the  idea  of  seeing  the  work  of  Professor 
Blair  Bell  in  cancer.  I  arrived  in  Liverpool  with  a  letter 
of  introduction  which  under  ordinary  circumstances 
should  have  secured  an  entree  to  Professor  Blair  Bell's 
clinic.  However,  he  had  as  his  guests  for  those  days  the 
American  Gynecological  Club,  and  I  was  informed  that 
he  could  not  have  other  visitors  during  their  stay. 
In  going  out  of  the  Hotel,  disgruntled  because  of  my 
disappointment,  I  met  Dr.  Bov£e  and  Dr.  Jeff  Miller 
of  New  Orleans,  and  they  together  with  Dr.  George 
Gray  Ward  of  New  York,  who  was  president  of  the 
American  Gynecological  Club,  were  kind  enough  to 
make  me  a  gynecologist  pro  tern.  In  this  way  through 
their  courtesy  I  had  all  the  advantages  of  the  gynecolo¬ 
gists  who  were  special  guests. 

“This,  however,  is  only  one  instance  of  the  kindness  of 
heart  and  unfailing  courtesy  exhibited  by  Dr.  Bov£e, 
but  his  presence  at  Professor  Blair  Bell's  clinic  and  his 
close  attention  to  these  research  problems  showed  his 
deep  scientific  spirit. 
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“Dr.  Bov£e  was  not  a  narrow  type  of  specialist. 
His  range  of  scientific  curiosity  and  his  information 
covered  the  broad  field  of  surgery  and  pathology  as  well 
as  gynecology.  His  interest  in  cancer  was  an  outstand¬ 
ing  illustration  of  this.  In  his  early  career  his  work  on 
the  surgical  repair  of  ureters  was  a  contribution  that 
attracted  world-wide  attention.  When,  however,  he 
found  that  other  procedures  for  injury  of  the  ureter  were 
better  than  the  one  he  had  devised,  he  frankly  acknowl¬ 
edged  the  improvement  and  adopted  the  more  recent 
technic.  This,  I  think,  is  the  highest  test  of  intellectual 
courage.  His  work  throughout  his  career  has  been 
stamped  by  the  spirit  of  the  search  for  truth,  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  view  problems  not  so  much  from  his  own  pre¬ 
conceived  ideas  but  with  an  open  mind  to  accept 
unexpected  results. 

“His  life,  of  course,  is  closed,  and  for  those  of  us  who 
wish  to  view  it,  it  is  an  open  book.  Whether  his  spirit 
now  has  any  awareness  of  the  encomiums  of  his  friends 
and  of  the  affectionate  review  of  his  splendid  life's 
work,  who  can  say?  We  can,  however,  according  to  the 
spirit  of  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address,  use  this  occasion 
to  dedicate  ourselves  afresh  to  better  work,  to  more 
earnest  seeking  after  truth,  and  to  sincere  efforts  to 
evolve  still  better  means  for  the  alleviation  of  human 
suffering  and  the  saving  of  human  lives." 
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Dr.  George  W.  Kqsmak,  New  York;  Editor  of  the 
American  Journal  of  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology. 

“Dr.  J.  Wesley  Bovee  as  a  Contributor  to 
American  Medical  Literature.” 

“We  are  brought  together  this  evening  by  common 
desire  to  honor  the  memory  of  a  colleague  whose  accom¬ 
plishments  and  presence  have  made  him  one  of  the 
outstanding  figures  in  American  medicine.  Others  have 
discussed  his  personality, — a  personality  which  im¬ 
pressed  itself  not  only  upon  his  immediate  colleagues  but 
on  all  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  wdiether  as 
patients  or  as  auditors  in  the  many  medical  meetings 
in  which  he  was  the  active  participant.  This  must  be  a 
pleasurable  task  for  those  who  are  assuming  it  this 
evening,  as  Dr.  Bovee’s  personality  played  a  very 
prominent  part  in  the  picture  of  himself  which  his 
recent  living  presence  still  permits  us  to  visualize  with 
great  distinctness. 

“I  have  assumed  the  task,  however,  of  taking  up  his 
material  contributions  to  gynecology  and  obstetrics  as 
delineated  in  American  journal  literature.  Dr.  Bovde’s 
participation  in  this  field  constitutes  an  important  and 
extensive  series  of  contributions  principally  noted  in  the 
journal  of  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being  the 
editor.  It  would  not  be  feasible  to  detail  the  many 
contributions  to  the  pages  of  the  American  Journal  of 
Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  less  so  its  suc¬ 
cessor,  made  by  Dr.  Bovee,  but  suffice  it  to  say  that 
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from  1893  almost  to  the  last  few  years  there  is  scarcely 
an  annual  volume  which  is  not  witness  to  his  literary 
industry. 

“And  it  was  during  my  association  with  the  late  Dr. 
Brooks  H.  Wells  that  I  first  became  acquainted  with 
Dr.  Bovee.  As  associate  editor  of  the  old  ‘Blue  Journal’ 
I  supervised  the  publication  of  the  transactions  of  the 
various  American  obstetrical  and  gynecological  socie¬ 
ties,  among  them  your  local  Washington  organization. 
Dr.  Bovee  was  a  frequency  contributor  to  the  program 
of  these  meetings  and  especially  during  the  decade 
beginning  with  1896  showed  an  unusual  interest  and 
activity  in  the  work  of  this  Society.  We  find  him  pre¬ 
senting  case  reports  and  specimens  from  his  unusually 
active  obstetric  and  gynecologic  service,  and  occasional 
papers;  largely  of  a  clinical  character  developed  from 
this  same  extensive  personal  experience.  Again,  simi¬ 
lar  activities  may  be  noted  in  his  participation  in  the 
meetings  of  the  Southern  Gynecological  Society  and  the 
American  Gynecological  Society.  It  has  been  a  plea¬ 
sure  for  me  to  read  these  early  transactions  of  a  genera¬ 
tion  ago.  Among  the  first  presentations  which  I 
could  find  was  the  report  of  a  fatal  case  of  complete 
uterine  rupture  during  labor,  due  to  an  unyielding 
extensively  cicatrized  cervix  following  resection  of  the 
latter  by  another  operator  for  a  supposed  carcinoma. 
In  this  Dr.  Bov4e  called  attention  to  such  an  unwise 
procedure  in  the  childbearing  woman  and  stressed  the 
desirability  of  hysterectomy  for  malignant  disease, 
this  being  before  the  days  of  radiation  treatment. 
And  this  was  but  the  beginning  of  an  almost  unbroken 
series  of  papers  and  case  reports  presented  at  various 
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meetings,  all  characterized  by  great  care  in  their  prep¬ 
aration,  by  their  excellent  English  and  by  that  enviable 
ability  to  bring  out  the  essentials  of  the  topic  under 
discussion,  clothed  in  appropriate  language,  unencum¬ 
bered  with  useless  phraseology  and  therefore  a  source 
of  gratification  to  either  auditor  or  reader. 

“In  addition  to  the  presentation  of  many  case 
reports  we  find  Dr.  Bovee  an  active  participant  in  the 
discussions  of  the  meetings  of  this  Society  with  such 
men  as  Joseph  Tabor  Johnson,  Fry,  Stone  and  many 
other  luminaries,  with  the  recital  of  whose  names  you 
would  undoubtedly  be  familiar.  There  are  records  of 
interesting  controversies,  such  as  that  between  Johnson 
and  Fry  on  the  treatment  of  pus  in  the  pelvis — whether 
by  vaginal  drainage  or  abdominal  section.  At  the 
present  day  such  arguments  would  be  quite  unusual  in 
view  of  the  lack  of  such  opportunities  for  the  denuncia¬ 
tions  which  characterized  society  meetings  of  those 
days.  Apparently  Dr.  Bov4e  pursued  the  even  tenor 
of  his  way  at  such  times  and  we  find  him  exercising  his 
usual  quiet,  though  determined,  manner  of  speaking, 
sure  of  his  ground,  basing  his  contentions  on  well- 
defined  personal  experiences,  but  always  the  dignified 
gentlemanly  figure  with  whom  we  have  become  so 
familiar. 

“The  Transactions  of  the  American  Gynecological 
Society  likewise  record  Dr.  Bovee’s  participation  in 
numerous  discussions  with  many  of  the  well-known  fig¬ 
ures  in  American  gynecology  and  obstetrics  who  fore¬ 
gathered  at  these  annual  meetings, — men  whose  names 
may  be  conjured  with  and  whose  rapidly  diminishing 
numbers  have  now  been  added  to  by  the  untimely 
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death  of  the  colleague  whose  memory  we  are  honoring 
this  evening. 

"The  desire  to  present  on  this  occasion  an  account 
of  Dr.  Bov^e’s  contributions  to  American  medical 
literature  was  found  on  actual  examination  of  the 
material  to  be  a  task  well  beyond  the  limitations  of  these 
necessarily  brief  remarks  and  perhaps  well  beyond  the 
limitations  of  the  speaker.  Dr.  Bovee’s  contributions 
to  American  medical  literature  constitutes  an  imperish¬ 
able  monument  to  himself.  We  find  him  in  the  fore¬ 
ground  of  progress  in  his  specialty,  marching  along  with 
the  advances  with  a  firm  step  and  yet,  while  looking 
forward,  constantly  reverting  to  the  past  for  that 
knowledge  based  on  experience  which  is  the  best  guide, 
and  the  only  safe  one,  to  future  progress.  During  the 
earlier  generation  in  which  Dr.  Bov£e  began  his  career 
we  were  still  gathering  facts  in  the  specialty,  European 
influence  dominated  much  of  our  work  and  it  required 
courage  to  deviate  in  one’s  opinions  from  what  the 
masters  of  the  art  abroad  had  set  down  as  well-defined 
principals.  But  Dr.  Bovee  was  one  of  those  who 
helped  to  place  American  gynecology  in  the  prominent 
position  which  it  occupies  today  and  which  by  the 
heritage  of  its  founders,  must  be  accorded  an  important 
place  in  the  progress  of  medical  science.  For  these 
contributions  and  for  this  assistance  we  must  be  grate¬ 
ful  to  the  man  whose  memory  we  are  all  delighted  to 
honor  this  evening  and  to  whom,  as  an  editor,  I  feel 
happy  to  pay  my  deepest  respects  for  having  developed 
those  standards  of  literary  ability  which  will  make  of  his 
contributions  to  American  medical  literature  an  im¬ 
perishable  monument  to  his  ability/’ 
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Dr.  Merritte  W.  Ireland,  Washington,  Surgeon 
General  United  States  Army. 

“I  presume  three  reasons  may  be  given  as  to  why  I 
was  asked  to  speak  at  a  memorial  meeting  for  the  late 
Doctor  John  Wesley  Bovee.  First,  because  I  am  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Columbia 
Hospital  for  Women;  second,  because  Doctor  Bovee  was 
such  a  constant  contributor  to  the  Army  Medical 
Museum  over  a  period  of  many  years,  and  third,  be¬ 
cause  of  Doctor  Bovee’s  interest  in  medical  prepared¬ 
ness,  as  demonstrated  by  his  activity  in  the  Medical 
Section  of  the  Officer’s  Reserve  Corps. 

“That  a  distinguished  member  of  the  medical  pro¬ 
fession,  particularly  qualified  in  gynecology  and  ob¬ 
stetrics,  has  passed  away  is  evidenced  by  the  medical 
literature  of  the  last  thirty-five  years;  by  a  great  number 
of  professional  men  who  knew  Dr.  Bovee  and  can  testify 
to  his  great  professional  skill,  and,  more  important  than 
anything  else,  by  a  vast  army  of  women  who  had  been 
his  patients  and  who  were  relieved  of  their  physical 
ailments  by  his  advice  or  by  his  operative  skill. 

“My  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Bovee  began  in  the  early 
nineteen  hundreds,  when  a  clerk  in  one  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  services,  a  widow  with  a  child  to  support, 
developed  a  disabling  condition  which  needed  the  aid 
of  a  skilled  abdominal  surgeon.  The  friends  of  this 
splendid  woman  provided  for  her  hospital  treatment, 
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and  when  Dr.  Bov4e  was  made  acquainted  with  her 
pecuniary  situation  he  promptly  said  that  if  she  would 
be  entered  in  his  service  at  Columbia  Hospital  he  would 
be  most  happy  to  donate  his  services  for  any  operation 
which  might  be  necessary.  As  a  result  of  his  profes¬ 
sional  skill  this  woman  joined  the  host  of  patients  who 
are  singing  Dr.  Bovee’s  praises  today. 

‘'Dr.  Bov£e  was  a  man  well  in  advance  of  his  time  in 
his  chosen  specialty.  He  thought  for  himself.  He  had 
the  appearance  of  a  brusque  executive,  but  in  his  heart 
a  gentleness  of  manner  and  kindly  sympathy  that  made 
him  the  splendid  physician  that  he  was  and  endeared 
him  to  all  his  patients. 

“Dr.  Bovde  was  appointed  resident  physician  at 
Columbia  Hospital  in  July,  1886.  Following  his  year 
of  service  as  such  he  was  on  the  visiting  staff  until 
1891,  when  he  was  appointed  attending  obstetrician. 
In  1893,  he  was  appointed  attending  gynecologist,  and 
in  1914  he  and  Dr.  I.  H.  Stone  were  appointed  gynecolo¬ 
gists  in  chief,  in  which  position  he  served  until  his  death, 
thus  having  completed  forty-one  years  of  service  on  the 
staff  of  Columbia  Hospital. 

“During  the  forty  years  of  his  active  practice  Dr. 
Bovee  was  one  of  the  largest  individual  contributors  to 
the  collection  at  the  Army  Medical  Museum.  Begin¬ 
ning  in  the  early  nineties  he  began  to  deposit  in  the 
Museum  specimens  illustrating  the  pathology  of  his 
specialty,  covering  practically  every  variety  of  patho¬ 
logical  conditions  so  far  described.  His  interest  in  this 
particular  field  may  be  illustrated  by  the  statement  that 
sixty-seven  specimens  are  recorded  under  his  name  as 
donor.  These  include  excellent  examples  of  the  various 
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commoner  forms  of  pathology,  and  also  many  ex¬ 
ceptional  and  rare  diseases. 

“Dr.  Bovee  began  his  professional  activities  as  a 
surgeon  in  the  days  when  enormous  tumors  of  the  uterus 
and  ovary  were  common.  This  resulted  in  his  having 
the  opportunity  to  operate  on  many  cases  of  ovarian 
cyst  and  fibroid  which  had  attained  a  relatively  large 
size,  conditions  which  today  are  not  frequently  seen  in 
an  advanced  form  because  the  education  of  the  public 
in  such  matters  has  resulted  in  a  more  universal  appeal 
to  the  surgeon  in  the  early  stages  of  these  lesions. 

“Dr.  Bovee  had  a  keen  interest  in  pathology  and  the 
research  connected  therewith.  His  knowledge  of  the 
surgical  pathology  of  the  conditions  in  his  special  field 
was  profound,  and  is  exemplified  in  the  careful  history 
and  reports  which  accompany  his  specimens  and  his 
following  up  of  his  cases  and  the  rendering  of  additional 
reports  concerning  the  outcome  of  operative  procedures. 

“Wisely  choosing  to  make  the  Army  Medical  Museum 
the  repository  of  his  valuable  specimens,  instead  of 
keeping  them  in  a  private  collection,  he  has  conferred 
a  benefit  on  the  medical  profession  for  all  time,  in  that 
the  results  of  his  labors  are  permanently  available  to 
the  profession  for  study.  The  Army  Medical  Museum 
will  remain  forever  grateful  to  Dr.  Bovee,  not  only  for 
his  contributions,  but  for  his  valuable  aid  and  counsel 
in  the  handling  of  matters  pertaining  to  his  specialty. 

“Dr.  Bovee  was  a  believer  in  reasonable  military 
preparedness  for  national  defense,  and  as  a  result  allied 
himself  with  the  Council  of  National  Defense  at  an 
early  date.  In  spite  of  his  age  he  wanted  to  identify 
himself  with  the  Medical  Department  as  soon  as  we 
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went  into  the  World  War,  and  received  an  appoint¬ 
ment  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  Reserve  Corps  in  1917. 
He  remained  on  duty  with  the  Council  of  National 
Defense  until  November,  1918,  when  he  reported  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  duty  as 
medical  adviser.  He  continued  on  this  duty  until  his 
services  were  no  longer  required,  when  he  was  recalled 
from  active  service.  He  was  appointed  a  major  in  the 
Medical  Section  of  the  Officers’  Reserve  Corps  in 
January,  1924,  and  in  1925  he  was  on  active  duty  for 
the  training  period  at  Carlisle  Barracks,  Pennsylvania. 

“His  interest  in  the  Reserve  Corps  was  a  powerful 
incentive  to  the  younger  men  of  the  profession.  I  was 
present  at  Carlisle  Barracks  during  the  time  he  was  on 
active  duty  in  1925,  and  the  several  hundred  Reserve 
Officers  on  duty  there  at  that  time  who  were  very 
much  Dr.  Bovde’s  junior  in  years,  looked  upon  him  as 
an  example  they  could  follow  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

“Dr.  Bovee  has  left  us  a  splendid  record  of  profes¬ 
sional  ability,  of  keen  foresight  in  capitalizing  his 
operative  experience  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession  at 
large,  and  of  patriotic  duty  well  and  faithfully  per¬ 
formed.  These  are  accomplishments  all  of  us  might 
well  try  to  emulate  with  profit  to  ourselves  as  well  as  to 
our  patients  and  our  country.” 
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Dr.  John  Osborn  Polar,  Brooklyn,  Professor  of 
Obstetrics  and  Gynecology,  Long  Island  College 
Hospital ;  President  of  the  American  Association 
of  Obstetricians,  Gynecologists  and  Abdominal 
Surgeons. 

“It  is  not  always  an  easy  matter  to  know  how  best  to 
honor  the  memory  of  the  great  men  among  us  who  have 
left  our  midst — indeed,  the  very  intensity  of  our  desire 
to  speak  of  them  with  fitting  reverence  often  makes  our 
tribute  most  difficult. 

“You  men  of  Washington  who  have  known  and  loved 
John  Wesley  Bovee  are  by  his  memorial  meeting 
perpetuating  his  memory,  as  well  as  emphasizing  his 
work  and  the  specialties  to  which  he  devoted  his  life — 
and  I,  who  by  your  kindness  have  been  chosen  to  say 
these  few  words,  come  before  you  with  gratitude  for  the 
honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me  and  with  a  full 
realization  of  my  inadequacy,  and  yet,  I  hope  that  I 
shall  be  able  to  say  something  to  you  which  may  be 
worthy  of  the  man  whose  memory  we  are  here  assembled 
to  revere. 

“You  who  were  his  colleagues,  his  pupils  and  his 
friends,  knew  him  better  than  I,  yet,  my  personal 
association  with  Dr.  Bovde  has  been  so  intimate,  his 
kindly  acts  so  many,  his  encouragement  and  criticisms 
so  helpful  that  his  loss  means  much  to  me. 

“Professionally,  he  needs  no  eulogy,  for  John  Wesley 
Bovee  was  a  skilled  diagnostician,  a  deft  surgeon,  an 
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eloquent  teacher  and  a  forceful  writer  who  has  left  an 
impression  on  the  medical  profession  here  in  Washing¬ 
ton  and  throughout  the  country  which  is  definite  and 
lasting. 

“Bov£e’s  professional  career  of  42  years  bridges  a 
period  from  1885  to  1927.  During  this  time  obstetrics 
and  gynecology  have  developed  as  a  dual  specialty 
based  upon  a  rational  appreciation  of  the  underlying 
pathology,  for  the  significance  of  obstetric  trauma  and 
indirect  infection  has  been  recognized.  The  life  history 
and  habitat  of  special  bacteria  have  been  studied. 
Tumor  pathology  has  been  clarified,  and  the  gynecologic 
and  obstetric  surgeon  has  perfected  an  aseptic  technique 
which  has  reduced  the  mortality  and  morbidity  conse¬ 
quent  upon  abdominal  operation  to  an  almost  negligible 
figure.  To  all  of  these  advances  Bovee  has  by  his 
prolific  writings  contributed  his  part. 

“While  he  cannot  be  numbered  among  the  pioneers 
in  gynecology,  yet,  his  observations  were  always  so 
keen,  his  deductions  so  clear,  his  teachings  so  forceful 
and  practical  that  he  has  lead  us  over  the  dangerous 
period  and  on  to  safe  courses;  and  by  so  doing  has 
written  his  name  into  the  annals  of  American  Gyne¬ 
cology.  Even  those  of  us  who  knew  him  least  can 
realize  in  our  all  too  brief  contacts  with  him,  his  whole¬ 
some  humanity,  his  lovable  personality,  his  inherent 
gentleness  and  goodness,  and  the  charity  which  he  doled 
out  without  thought  of  class  or  creed,  the  fineness  of  the 
man  in  every  respect.  Gynecology  to  him  was  a  divine 
vocation  for  he  was  honest  and  fearless. 

“My  association  with  John  Wesley  Bov£e  dates  back 
to  my  admission  to  Fellowship  in  the  American  Gyne- 
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cology  Society  some  twenty  years  ago;  and  during  this 
time  we  have  traveled  together,  played  together  and 
worked  together.  Always  with  one  underlying  pur¬ 
pose — the  betterment  of  medicine.  He  was  a  loyal 
friend  and  while  not  always  agreeing  with  our  scientific, 
personal  or  political  views,  he  had  that  rare  courage  of 
conviction  and  frankness  of  expression  which  makes 
converts,  for  he  was  a  leader  of  men. 

4 ‘During  his  active  years  he  gave  a  great  part  of  his 
time  to  the  teaching  of  under  graduates,  internes  and 
nurses,  for  he  had  rare  faculty  for  imparting  knowledge, 
a  knowledge  obtained  from  close  observation  and  study 
of  the  vast  clinical  material  at  his  command. 

“No  man  of  my  acquaintance  had  a  keener  appre¬ 
ciation  of  his  responsibility  to  his  patient,  or  more 
zealously  guarded  his  rights  as  a  physician,  or  was  a 
better  trustee  of  the  rights  of  his  fellows,  than  Bovee. 
As  a  parliamentarian  he  had  few  peers. 

“It  was  my  fortune  to  spend  the  summer  of  1926  with 
Dr.  Bovee  as  a  member  fo  the  American  Gynecological 
Travel  Club,  in  Norway,  Sweden  and  Denmark. 
During  this  trip  we  established  a  friendship  which  will 
always  live  as  one  of  my  most  delightful  memories. 
The  inconveniences  and  exactions  incident  to  travel 
are  apt  to  reveal  the  dispositions  and  character  of  a 
man;  idiosyncrasies  and  selfishness  not  previously 
discovered  come  out — but  this  was  not  the  case  with 
Bov4e.  When  he  left  our  party  in  Liverpool,  there  was 
keen  regret,  for  he  became  more  and  more  beloved. 
By  his  death  you  have  lost  a  great  surgeon,  the  com¬ 
munity  an  honest  leader,  and  we  who  were  favored  with 
his  friendship — a  loyal  and  trusted  friend. 
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Dr.  Thomas  S.  Cullen,  Baltimore,  Professor  of  Clinical 
Gynecology  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  University, 
President  of  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Faculty 
of  Maryland. 

“It  is  a  privilege  this  evening  to  be  accorded  the 
opportunity  of  paying  tribute  to  my  old  friend  the  late 
John  Wesley  Bovee.  The  preceding  speakers  have  so 
fully  considered  his  personal  qualities  and  his  scientific 
attainments,  that  little  can  be  added. 

“I  never  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  Dr.  Bovee 
operate  nor  was  I  ever  in  his  home,  but  I  met  him  at  the 
American  Gynecological  Club  meetings,  and  for  the  last 
thirty  years  he  was  one  of  my  warmest  friends.  I 
always  looked  forward  to  meeting  him  on  those  happy 
occasions  when  the  daily  routine  was  temporarily  for¬ 
gotten  and  all  responsibility  suspended. 

“There  are  some  men  for  whom  one  has  a  high  regard 
and  a  keen  appreciation  of  their  ability  although  one  has 
not  the  privilege  of  seeing  them  often.  Dr.  Bovee  was 
one  of  this  type;  you  soon  developed  an  abiding  affec¬ 
tion  for  him.  The  last  time  I  saw  him  was  in  the  spring 
of  1927,  at  the  luncheon  referred  to  by  Dr.  Horsley. 
As  the  luncheon  concluded  Bovee  said,  ‘Cullen,  let  me 
take  you  down  to  the  American  Medical  Association 
headquarters.'  There  we  said  goodbye.  He  looked 
well  and  bid  fair  to  remain  with  us  for  years  to  come. 

“The  Medical  profession  of  Baltimore  have  a  very 
warm  spot  in  their  hearts  for  their  medical  colleagues 
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in  Washington,  so  much  so  that  the  annual  joint  meet¬ 
ing  is  always  looked  forward  to  by  Baltimore  men  with 
the  keenest  pleasure. 

“On  May  4, 1916,  the  Baltimore  Medical  Society  met 
with  the  Medical  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia  in 
this  hall  in  joint  session.  It  happened  that  I  was 
president  of  the  Baltimore  Medical  Society  that  year. 
On  the  day  of  the  meeting  my  mother  died.  I  shall 
never  forget  the  tender  message  of  sympathy,  coming 
from  this  very  room  and  sent  by  the  joint  meeting  of  the 
Washington  and  Baltimore  societies. 

“We  in  Maryland  feel  deeply  the  loss  of  Dr.  Bovee. 
As  President  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Faculty  of 
Maryland,  I  bring  you  the  sincere  sympathy  of  the 
medical  profession  of  Maryland  in  your  and  our  great 
loss.” 
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